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Get Off the
Beaten Path
The Great Outdoors

More than 175 natural and
man-made lakes and three
major rivers grace Southeast
South Dakota and every day
brings a new adventure.
Our public and private
recreational facilities range
from fully outfitted, up-scale
recreational complexes, to the
rustic charm of a primitive
hideaway resort, many with
interpretive programs.
South Dakota State Parks
offer organized activities for
children as well as guided
hikes for all ages.

The Mighty Missouri River
and surrounding area serves
not only as a historical and
cultural centerpiece of the
region, but also as an
outdoor recreation
Mecca. Part of the
Wild and Scenic
River system, 98
miles of the Missouri
has been designated
as The Missouri
National Recreational
River, offering
canoeing,
kayak-
ing,

boating, fishing, hunting,
camping and more. The
Missouri River is also the
major North American
migratory waterfowl
f lyway, making it a favorite
destination for bird lovers.
A Southeast South Dakota
Birding Trail map, available
at southeastsouthdakota.com,
provides information about
what birds to look for and
the best spots to find them.

Lewis & Clark Recreation
Area, west of Yankton, is a
complete, full service facilit y
and one of South Dakota’s
top attractions. In addition to
excellent private, state and
federal areas along the pictur-
esque bluffs and among the

wildlife-rich woodlands of the
Missouri River, many cit y
and county parks, recreation
and nature areas offer
additional treasures. Each has
its own special features. Falls
Park, in Sioux Falls, has a 5-

story observation tower from
which you can observe the
falls of the Big Sioux River as
well as the cit y skyline.

The avid golfer will find
top rated courses along with
breathtaking scenery.

Falls Park in Sioux Falls

State Parks offer outdoor fun
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Springfield’s Golf Course sits
atop bluffs overlooking the
Missouri.

For winter fun, Great Bear
Recreation Area at Sioux Falls
offers downhill skiing and
tubing, and, in summer, you
can explore an extensive
system of nature trails.

Attractions, Festivals
and Events

Almost every town has a
museum or collection of inter-
est. Attractions such as Prairie
Village in Madison, Great
Plains Zoo in Sioux Falls, the
Corn Maze in Harrisburg and
Straw Bale Built Museum in
Carthage, provide fun for all
ages. Observe a live archeolog-
ical dig in progress at
Mitchell’s Prehistoric Indian
Village. Behold hundreds of
free-f lying butterf lies any time
of the year at Sioux Falls’
Sertoma Butterf ly House.
And don’t miss the world’s
only Corn Palace in Mitchell.

Many great events and
ethnic festivals celebrate our
rich heritage. Enjoy an
authentic German meal and
a communit y theatrical
production at Freeman’s
Schmeckfest, sample a home-
made kolace and enter a polka

dance-off contest at Tabor’s
Czech Days, or be a “Dane
for a Day” and enjoy some
aebleskiver for breakfast at
Viborg’s Danish Days. Get
your fill of kuchen, “South
Dakota’s state dessert”, at the
Kuchen Festival in Delmont.
Step back in time and experi-
ence an Old West shoot-out
and dish up some great chuck-
wagon cooking at the Spirit of
the West Festival in Sioux
Falls. Fur Trader Days in
Geddes celebrates its heritage
with old-fashioned events
including an antique tractor
pull. Rodeos at Scotland,
Mitchell, Yankton and
Wessington Springs offer
authentic western entertain-
ment. Old-time threshing
festivals at Madison, Menno,
Delmont and Brandon
feature antique machinery
demonstrations.

Several county fairs offer a
wide variet y of entertainment
and exhibits, plus the favorite
fair food - funnel cakes.

The Oyate Trail offers off-
the-interstate travelers unique
cultural and historical oppor-
tunities representing both the
Lakota Sioux Indian Nation
and European immigrants.
Follow the trail Labor Day for

400 miles of yard sales.
There are family fun parks,

waterparks and watershows,
go-cart tracks and the roar of
supercharged car racing.

Call the local chamber or
visitors bureau for up to date
information. You may be right
on time for a world-class con-

cert or traveling performance
of a Broadway musical!

Be sure to take in a Native
American pow wow and take
some contemporary Native
American art home as a
reminder of your trip here.

World’s Only Corn Palace, Mitchell

Request a Free copy
of the

SSoouutthheeaasstt  SSoouutthh  DDaakkoottaa
22000099    TTrraavveell  GGuuiiddee

from
Southeast South Dakota Tourism

1101 Broadway, Suite 113
Yankton, SD 57078

11--888888--335533--77338822

www.southeastsouthdakota.com

(Continues on Page 28)

Follow Interstate 29 to:

Visual Arts • Performing Arts

History • Lewis & Clark

Native American Heritage

Science • Children’s Activities

And More
Call 1-888-353-7382

to receive this free brochure

EXPLORE SOUTHEAST SOUTH DAKOTA

OFF THE BEATEN PATH

http://www.southeastsouthdakota.com/virtual-travel-show.php
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Spirit of the West Festival, Sept.

Culture and Art
In addition to its wealth

of outdoor recreation opportu-
nities, Southeast South
Dakota provides a wide array
of cultural and entertainment
facilities.

As the region’s largest cit y,
Sioux Falls offers historic
museums, downtown dining
and nightlife, art galleries and
theaters. A trolley system,
designed after streetcars oper-
ating in Sioux Falls in the
early 1900s, provides a free
ride to the Old Courthouse

Museum and to a variet y of
downtown restaurants as well
as to Falls Park where you can
visit the Horse Barn Arts
Center. Stop along the way at
the Washington Pavilion of
Arts and Science - one of the
only facilities in the country
to house a visual arts center, a
hands-on science center, a
performing arts center and
the Wells Fargo CineDome
with a 60-foot domed screen.
Take in world-class entertain-
ment including music, dance,
opera and Broadway hits. 

If you love jazz music, don’t
miss Sioux Falls’ JazzFest in

June. It’s the largest free
outdoor jazz and blues festival
in the Midwest!

You don’t have to go far to
take in great communit y
theater. Check out the Sioux
Empire Communit y Theatre
in Sioux Falls, Dakota Prairie
Playhouse in Madison, the
Lewis & Clark Playhouse/
Dakota Theater at Yankton or
Shakespeare Garden in
Wessington Springs.

Discover outstanding works
of art by Native American and
other regional artists at the
Dakota Discovery Museum in
Mitchell, the Center for

Western Studies and the
Washington Pavilion’s Visual
Arts Center in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota Art Museum
in Brookings and other area
museums and galleries.

Explore natural and
cultural history at the W.H.
Over Museum in Vermillion.
Historic museums in Sioux
Falls, Freeman, Dell Rapids,
Yankton and Wessington
Springs also have preserved
artifacts that showcase the
rich Native American and  
pioneering history of this area. 
The National Music Museum,
Vermillion, features musical

(Continues from Page 27)

Siouxland Renaissance Festival at Sioux Falls, JuneSioux Falls Sidewalk Arts Festival

http://www.greatzoo.org



