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Great Bear Recreation Area
2  The Outdoor Campus

3 The Northwest Stretch of the
Sioux Falls Bike Trail

N 4  Big Sioux Recreation Area
Prairie Pothole Lake Loop
A Lake Vermillion Recreation
Area and GPA
7  Flandreau City Park
Milwaukee Lake
9  Madison Wetland Management

(-,

Map Legend Birding Trail Site United States Highway District Headquarters and
Madison WPA
Birding Trail Interstate Highway State Highway 10  Lake Herman State Park
11 Reynolds Slough GPA
Useful map resources South Dakota Highway Map  South Dakota hunting atlas 12 Lake Carthage GPA

The Southeast South Dakota Birding Trail guide provides
information about each site on the trail, how to get there,
what birds you should look for, the best months to visit and
tips on birding each location.

More than 300 species of birds may be observed among the 33
points along the trail. Southeast South Dakota is a stopping
place for millions of birds following both the Central and
Mississippi migratory flyways in spring and fall. Its varied

13 Chip Allen GPA

14  Lake Mitchell

15  Hogrefe GPA

16  James River Road
17  Broken Arrow WPA

18  Gray GPA and Platte Creek
Recreation Area

19 Lake Andes National
Wildlife Refuge

20 North Point Recreation Area

21 Randall Creek Recreation
Area and Pickstown GPA
at Fort Randall Dam

22  Missouri River Bottoms Route

23 Meier's Lake Spring
Migration Loop

24  Gavins Point Dam

25  Missouri River
Observation Route

26 Clay County Lakeside Use Area

27 Adams Homestead and
Nature Preserve

28  Spirit Mound Historic Prairie
29  Union Grove State Park

30 OakRidge GPA

31 Newton Hills State Park

32  Mud Lake

33  Atkins Slough WPA

habitats offer the right environment for nearly 150 nesting
species, and a number of species that nest in the northern
reaches of the continent spend each winter here.

The best birding is the least intrusive to birds and their habitat.
Disturbing a bird — making it flush from cover, call in alarm or
focus on your presence — stresses it and may expose it to
predators. Use binoculars, stay back, avoid damaging habitat

and enjoy. Good birding!
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River Rambling
in Southeast South Dakota

The rivers and lakes of South Dakota provide canoeists and
kayakers with excellent opportunities to enjoy nature, breathe
fresh air, learn about area history and get some exercise. As you
enjoy these waters, please stay safe and protect the environment.

Some South Dakota streams are passable year-round, while
others offer seasonal floating only after snowmelt or rain in spring
and early summer.

Canoe/kayak trips can be just a couple of hours or a week-long
adventure depending on the river and your time. Identify all
access areas and hazards before beginning. Sometimes portages
are needed to get around dams, fences and sandbars. Always
have a contingency plan to get off the river earlier than
planned if weather or river conditions change or a paddler
becomes sick or tired.

Most shorelines in South Dakota are privately owned.
Permission must be secured before going on the land. When
paddlers are polite and respectful of property rights, many
landowners are happy to grant camping permission. River
sandbars may appear to be excellent camping sites but be
aware that water releases from the dams on the Missouri

River and rainfall can result in rising water.
South Dakota law requires that non-motorized boats
over 12 feet long, including canoes and kayaks, be
licensed in South Dakota or another state. The
registration decal must be shown on each side of

CANOE

& KAYAK

\[}

the bow. Paddlers are encouraged, but not required, to display license
numbers on their watercraft for easier identification, to provide more
theft protection and to operate in other states that require affixed
license numbers.

Every person in the watercraft must have a U.S. Coast Guard
approved personal flotation device that fits properly, is readily
available and in good and serviceable condition.

Big Sioux River

Originating in northeastern South Dakota, the Big Sioux River winds
southward to Sioux Falls, where it forms the boundary between South
Dakota and Iowa until it meets the Missouri River. With good water
levels in the spring and early summer, it is possible to paddle from US
14 near Brookings to the river’s confluence with the Missouri River.

Paddlers favor the segment from Lien Park in Sioux Falls to Newton
Hills State Park. This stretch can usually be paddled spring and summer.
Points of interest include the Big Sioux Recreation Area, Gitchie
Manitou Park, old Klondike Mills site, and Newton Hills State Park. Big
Sioux and Newton Hills have canoe launch sites and camping facilities.
A park entrance license is required for these state parks.

There are several dangerous low head dams where watercraft must be
portaged to the other side. Know where the dams are and portage them.
They may look harmless but the water action just below the dam has taken
human lives. Be certain to locate ALL dams before setting out.

Area rivers and lakes provide canoeists and kayakers with opportunities to enjoy

nature, breathe fresh air, learn about area history and get some exercise.
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Missouri River

Two segments are administered by the National Park Service as the
Missouri National Recreational River. They are also in the National
Wild and Scenic River System. Today, these sections look much like
they did in the early 1800s during the Lewis and Clark Expedition.

Due to the currents and sudden windstorms, these segments are for
experienced paddlers only. The first segment is 39 miles from the
Randall Creek Recreation Area at Pickstown to Running Water. The
river is wide and clear, and has many sandbars and small islands.

The second segment is 59 miles long from below Gavins Point Dam
to Ponca State Park in Nebraska. This segment has several large islands
and sandbars. Sandbars and wooded islands make great stopping places
as do the few camping, boating and picnicking areas developed by
South Dakota and Nebraska. If you choose to camp on islands, pick
ones with trees at least 6-8 feet tall.

Protect the endangered piping least terns and plovers who nest on
sandbars and islands. Avoid all signed, roped, and/or posted areas and
sites where birds appear disturbed or agitated.

Vermillion River
Generally, this scenic river can be paddled from spring to fall from
Centerville south to the Missouri River. Launching access may be found
at township, county, state, and federal rights-of-way that cross the river.
Late summer and fall canoeing is best from the road crossing east of
Wakonda to the Missouri River. Colorful fall foliage is especially showy
from Vermillion southward.

Split Rock Creek

From its source in Pipestone County, Minn., Split Rock Creek winds
a scenic route through northeastern Minnehaha County before
meeting the Big Sioux River east of Sioux Falls. During high water flow
in the spring and after heavy summer rain, it is one of South Dakota’s
best streams for white-water paddlers.

If you are not an experienced white-water paddler, some stretches

Kayaking on the Missouri

can be hazardous. The stream drops 130 feet in 8 miles between the
SD 11 access west of Garretson through Palisades State Park to the
SD 11 access north of Corson.

Access can be found at Palisades State Park by Garretson, and
McHardy Park in Brandon, as well as township, county, state, and fed-
eral rights-of-way that cross the river. The sheer walls of red quartzite
that line portions of the creek provide a scenic trip for paddlers.

James River

The James River, a typical prairie stream, has been noted as the
longest unnavigable river in the world. Fortunately, this distinction
doesn’t apply to paddlers who travel the river in spring and early
summer. There are a number of access points near US and SD Highways.

Lakes to Paddle

Many South Dakota state parks have lakes that have easy access and
are fun to paddle. These parks include Chief White Crane Recreation
Area near Yankton, Lake Alvin near Harrisburg, Lake Herman State
Park and Walkers Point Recreation Area near Madison, Lake Vermillion
near Montrose, and Newton Hills State Park near Canton.

For additional info contact the S.D. Dept. of Game, Fish & Parks
605-773-3391, or Southeast South Dakota Tourism, 1-888-353-7382.
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LODGING DIRECTORY
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AVON North Vae Motel, 509 Poplar St, 605-286-3202 10 | o o | o
BRANDON Comfort Inn, I-90, Exit 406, 605-582-5777, 800-4CHOICE 438 | o o | o] oo o | o
Holiday Inn Express, 1103 N. Splitrock Blvd., 605-582-2901 68 | e e | e| e | o | o | o
CANISTOTA Best Western U-Bar Motel, 130 Ash St, 605-296-3466, 800-566-8227 30 | o . o | o .
DAKOTA DUNES Country Inn & Suites, 151 Tower Rd, 605-232-3500, 800-456-4000 TO | e | o[ oo ofe . o | o
DELL RAPIDS Bilmar Inn & Suites, 510 N Hwy 77, 605-428-4288, 877-578-4862 32| e . 3 o[ o oo
ELK POINT Hometowne Inn, 909 W Main St, 605-356-2667 18 o | o
FREEMAN Fensel’s Motel & Gift Shop, N Hwy 81, 605-925-4204, 800-658-3319 10 . .
Freeman Country Inn, 1019 S. Hwy. 81, 605-925-4888 27 | ® . . .
MADISON AmericInn Lodge & Suites, 504 10th St SE, 605-256-3076, 800-634-3444 38 | o o | o | o o o | o
MITCHELL Budget Inn, 1518 W Havens, 605-996-7518, 800-477-2235 34 o | o . o | o
Comfort Inn, 2020 Highland Way, 605-990-2400, 1-800-4CHOICE 72 | e o | oo | o o o | o .
Days Inn, I-90 & Hwy. 37, Exit 332, 1506 S. Burr, 605-996-6208 68 | o o | o | o o o o o .
Hampton Inn, 1920 Highland Way, 605-995-1575, 866-252-2900 75 | e o | oo e o] of oo .
Holiday Inn Express, 810 E. Spruce, 605-292-9292, 888-465-4329 82 | e o oo | 0| o o | o | e
Ramada & Suites Conference Center, 1525 W Havens, 605-996-6501, 800-888-4702 153 | @ | o | @ o | o | o o o of e
Thunderbird Lodge, 1601 S Burr St, 605-996-6645, 800-996-2810 48 | o . . o o | o
N. SIOUX CITY Comfort Inn, 1311 River Dr, 605-232-3366, 800-424-6423 49 | o o | o e e e | o] 0| e e
Hampton Inn, 101 S Sodrac Dr, 605-232-9739, 800-426-7866 65 | o o | o| o o 0| o o o
Red Carpet Inn & Suites, 110 Sodrac Drive, 605-232-9600, 800-251-1962 35| e 3 o | o o | o] o e | e
PARKSTON Rainbow Motel, Hwy 44-37 1/2 mile north, 605-928-3021, 800-883-3021 43 | o . . . .
SALEM Home Motel, 361 S Nebraska, 605-425-2818, 605-425-2828 15
SIOUX FALLS AmericInn, 3508 S Gateway Blvd, 605-361-3538, 800-634-3444 65 | e o | o o . o | o
Baymont Inn, 3200 Meadow Ave., 605-362-0835, 1-877-Baymont 77 | ® o | o| o o o] o o e .
Best Western Empire Towers, 4100 W Shirley Pl, 605-361-3118, 888-338-3118 62 | o o | o .
Best Western Ramkota Hotel, 1-29, Exit 81, 605-336-0650, 800-528-1234 26| o | o | o e| o | o o 0| 0| o e .
Center Inn, 900 E 20th St, 605-334-9002, 800-456-0074 56 | e . .
Clubhouse Hotel & Suites, 2320 S. Louise Ave., 605-361-8700, 866-534-8700 100 o[ o[ e | o] o] e | e | o e o e .
Comfort Inn South, 3216 S Carolyn Ave, 605-331-2822, 800-228-5150 65 | e o | o o o | o .
Comfort Suites, 3208 S. Carolyn Ave., 605-362-9711, 1-800-517-4000 61 | e o | o o o[ o .
Country Inn & Suites, 200 E 8th St, 605-373-0153, 800-456-4000 T | eo| e e e ]| o e o | o . .
Courtyard by Marriott, 4300 W. Empire Place, 605-444-4300, 1-800-321-2211 102 | o oo | o | o o | o | o .
Days Inn Empire, 3401 Gateway Blvd, 605-361-9240, 800-329-7466 80 | e . . o | e | o
Fairfield Inn by Marriott, 4501 W. Empire Place, 605-361-2211, 1-800-228-2800 63 | ® o | o | o U
Hampton Inn, 1-29 & W 26th St, 605-362-1700, 800-426-7866 99 | e o | oo | o | o] 0| o] e
Holiday Inn City Centre, 100 W 8th, 605-339-2000, 800-HOLIDAY 209 | | o | @ o | o | o o o[ o .
Holiday Inn Express, 2501 S Shirley Ave, 605-361-0122, 800-465-4329 n9 | o o o o o o | o | o .
Homewood Suites by Hilton, 3620 W Avera Dr, 605-338-8585, 800-225-5466 95 | e o | oo e o] ofe| oo o
Kelly Inn, I-29 & W Russell St, 605-338-6242, 800-635-3559 43 | o . 3 e[ e o o] e o
Quality Inn & Suites, 5410 N. Granite Lane, 605-336-1900 93 | e e | o| e | e | oo e e e
Ramada Sioux Falls, 407 S Lyons Ave, 330-0000, 800-272-6232 66 | o | oo e o] o oo
Red Roof Inn, 3500 S Gateway Blvd, 605-361-1864, 800-733-7663 98 | e o | e o[ o of of ofe
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Residence Inn by Marriott, 4509 W. Empire Place, 605-361-2202, 1-800-331-3131 66 | ® o o| o | o | o 0| 0| ofce
Sheraton Sioux Falls, 1211 N West Ave, 605-331-0100, 800-325-3535 243 | o | o | o o o o o | o | o | o | @ .
Sleep Inn, 1500 N Kiwanis Ave, 605-339-3992 65 | . o | o o o | o .
Springhill Suites by Marriott, 4200 W. Empire Place, 605-444-4200, 1-800-321-2211 83 | o o | o o | o o o @ .
Staybridge Suites, 2505 S. Carolyn Ave., 605-361-2298 9 | e[ e e e| o] o| o] o e | o
Super 8 Motel, 1-229 & E 10th, 605-338-8881, 800-800-8000 58 | e . o | o o o o | o
Super 8 Motel, 4100 W 41st St, 605-361-9719, 800-800-8000 91 | e . .
TYNDALL Shady Rest Motel, 1401 Main Street, 605-589-4002 1 o
VERMILLION Comfort Inn, 701 W Cherry, 605-624-8333, 800-228-5150 46 | . o o[ o . o | o
Holiday Inn Express, 1200 N Dakota, 605-624-7600 56 | e o | o o | o | o o 0| o o
WAGNER Wagner Lakeside Motel, 710 W Hwy 46, 605-384-5464, 800-800-8000 78 | e o | o of e . o | o o | o
YANKTON Best Western Kelly Inn, 1607 E Hwy 50, 605-665-2906, 800-528-1234 12| o | o | o | o o o[ o o o | o | o .
Days Inn, 2410 Broadway, 605-665-8717, 800-DAYS INN 46 | o . . . o | o
Holiday Inn Express, 2607 Broadway, 605-665-3177, 866-252-5317 58| e o[ e ol o 0| @ .
Lewis & Clark Resort, Lewis & Clark Lake, 605-665-2680 24 | o . o | o

BED & BREAKFASTS, LODGES A : f
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City/Town Name/Address/Phone E E E "‘E E -,E? E g E % 5 i 5 §
CANOVA Skoglund Farm Bed & Breakfast, 24375 438th Ave., 605-247-3445 4 U 1 U . . U e | All Year
DE SMET Possibility Farm Inn B&B, 18653 408th Ave. Carpenter, SD, 1-888-795-9615 2 LR| e |[MA All Year
ELK POINT Prairie B&B, 205 E. Pleasant, 605-761-0390 3 o (o . . e | All Year
ETHAN der Rumbolz Platz, 40732 266th St., 605-227-4385 3 3 ] L . ] ] L o | o . All Year
GEDDES The Barn Bed & Breakfast, 37191 284th St., 605-337-2483 4 LR | e . . All Year
HOWARD Olson House, 203 East Farmer Ave., 605-772-5632, 772-4897 4 . o . . . . All Year
LENNOX Steever House Bed & Breakfast, 46850 276th St., 605-647-5055 3 U U . U All Year
MADISON Shoreside Cottage, Lake Madison, 605-480-4663, www.ShoresideCottage.com 3 P o . . o All Year
The Lakes Lodge, 20 Golf Drive, 605-483-3544 16 . . . . ] ] All Year
MENNO Country Cottage Hideaway, 28936 433rd Ave., 605-387-5256, 605-660-1410 3 U ] ] ] ] All Year
PLATTE Lake George Birds & Bucks, 27022 360th Ave., 605-337-2174 (hunting/lodging) 2 o | . . All Year
ROSEBUD Salt Camp Cabins, West BIA #7, 605-747-2206 6 3 . ] . All Year
SIOUX FALLS Humphrey’s Bed & Breakfast, 3901 S. Hawthorne, 605-338-9310 2 U U All Year
SPRINGFIELD  Broken Willow Lodge, 31149 SD Hwy. 37, 605-369-2565 1 L ] . . All Year
Dakota Custom Hunts, 41876 Apple Tree Road, 605-464-1279 or 605-369-286 3 . LR| e . e | o | All Year
VERMILLION  Buffalo Run Resort, 1500 West Main, 605-624-4117 5 . o | o (o . o | o All Year
YANKTON Gavins Point Lighthouse, 125 Crest Lane, 402-537-1988 3 . . . . All Year
Lewis & Clark Resort Cabins, Lewis & Clark Lake, 605-665-2680 10 . . o | o . Apr-Oct

Abbreviations: LR - Living Room/Common Area, MA - Meals Available, P - Partially

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these listings, all information is subject to change.



Best Western Ramkota Hotel
& Conference Center

Recipient of the 2008 George S Mickelson
Great Star Service Award. 228 comfortable
rooms. Family-friendly restaurant and casual
lounge. Pet friendly. Complimentary airport
and local shuttle service. Free Ice. Freezer
space available for your game. Group rates
available. SPLASH-TACULAR Indoor WaterPark
and outdoor pool. AAA Official Appointment.
3200 W. Maple, Sioux Falls, SD 57107,
(605) 336-0650, Reservations: (800) 528-1234,
Email: reservations@ramkotasf.com, Website:
siouxfalls.ramkota.com

ClubHouse Hotel & Suites

“When 2nd Best Just Isn't Good Enough!”
100  luxurious rooms and  suites.
Complimentary deluxe breakfast featuring hot
waffles. Pet friendly. Free Wireless Internet.
Business Center. Connected to Carino’s Italian
Grill. Complimentary airport and local shuttle.
Great location near mall, dining and shopping.
Indoor Water Playland. AAA  Official
Appointment. 2320 S Louise Ave., Sioux Falls,
SD 57106, (605) 361-8700, Reservations: (866)
534-8700, www.siouxfalls.clubhouseinn.com,
Email: siouxfalls@clubhouse-hotel.com

Dakota Custom Hunts

Located on the Missouri River and Lewis and
Clark Trail. Professional Guides or Unguided
hunts for pheasant, duck, goose, archery deer or
turkey. Fishing-boat launch half mile away.
Farmhouse - rent for your hunt or a peaceful
getaway - 3 bedrooms, complete kitchen,
laundry, satellite TV, ample parking. Five
miles east of Springfield, 605-464-1279.
www.dakotacustomhunt.com

Madison

Located at the junction of SD Highways 34
& 81, Madison is nestled between Lake
Herman and Lake Madison. Camping, fishing,
golfing, hunting & snowmobiling are available
in season. Abundant area farmland provides
plenty of upland game, big game, and
waterfowl. A variety of lodging and dining
options offer something for everyone.
Madison Area Chamber of Commerce,
605-256-2454. www.madisonsd.com, Email:
director@chamberofmadisonsd.com

\

Mitchell Convention & Visitors Bureau

Served by the Mitchell Municipal Airport or
located just 1 hour from the Sioux Falls Regional
Airport which is served by Northwest, Delta,
United and Allegiant Air. Home to Cabela’s with
over 1,000 hotel accommodations, great
restaurants and nightlife. For free information
call  605-996-6223 or email us at
cvb@visitmitchell.com, www.visitmitchell.com
or www.searchmitchell.com.

Mike Kuchera’s South Dakota
Guide Service, Inc.

A Tradition of Excellence™ since 1972! Hunt
Wild Ringneck Pheasants in south central South
Dakota. Two and three day complete packages
include: Deluxe hotel/motel accommodations,
all meals, including hot field buffet lunches,
guides, professional trained hunting dogs,
ammunition, etc. Different farms each day in all
types of cover. Other hunts available: Sharp-tail
grouse/prairie chicken and international hunt-
ing expeditions to New Zealand and Scotland.
605-996-1120, www.sdpheasants.com

Quality Inn & Suites, Sioux Falls

New hotel, located on I-29 Exit 83. We offer
spacious rooms with microwaves, refrigerators,
and high speed internet, and indoor
pool/whirlpool, fitness room, deluxe continen-
tal breakfast, business center, guest laundry and
airport shuttle. Come and experience quality
service today. 5410 N Granite Lane, Sioux
Falls, SD 57107, (605)  336-1900,
www.qualityinn.com/hotel/sd062, email:
sfqualityinn@yahoo.com

Sioux Falls

South Dakota’s largest city is just one hour off
the Lewis & Clark Trail. We have 4,000 hotel
rooms and over 500 restaurants to satisfy any-
one’s palate. Sioux Falls is conveniently located
at the intersection of Interstates 29 & 90. Call
the Sioux Falls Convention & Visitors Bureau
for your free visitor packet at 800-333-2072,
or log on at www.siouxfallscvb.com, Email:
sfcvb@siouxfalls.com

The Outdoor Campus

Located SE of the Empire Mall. South Dakota
outdoor museum, butterfly garden, two miles of
walking trails, 3,000 gallon aquarium filled with
South Dakota sport fish. Free Admission. 4500
S. Oxbow Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD 57106.
605-362-2777, www.outdoorcampus.org, Email:
toc@state.sd.us

Yankton
Lewis & Clark Recreation Area

Yankton, located on the Missouri River in
southeastern SD, is a haven for outdoor
enthusiasts. Kayak the river, boat and camp on
Lewis and Clark Lake, or explore the area on
miles of trails. Yankton offers excellent
hunting and  fishing  opportunities.
Conveniently located on Hwy. 81 & 50. For
free visitor information call 1-800-888-1460,
Email: visityankton@yanktonsd.com or visit
www.yanktonsd.com
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Yankton, South Dakota is located
along the Missouri River and
Lewis and Clark Lake -
offering . . ,

Yankton is the new home for the N_atig'ﬂil' Field ™

= Archery Association headquarters and Faston Spn_:rrﬁ g -

" Development Center for Excellence in Archery. =

ﬁi =
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-z www.lewisandclarkpark. com S
e, Park CHilices (605) GLE- 2985 VISITORS BUREAL
S Marina: 1605) 665-3111
Resart: {0151 Gh5-26E0 Additional information;
|- Restaurant: (K5} he8-3181 wwiyankionsd,cam
F 'E.!I:rq:il.'lﬁ Reservalions: visifyanktondivanktonsd.com
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PHEASANT HUNTERS - DOUBLE YOUR-LIMIT!
Call 1-800-888-1460 for details!




